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Artist Biographies 
Iona Fyfe 

 

 
 
 
Short Biography 
  
Aberdeenshire folksinger, Iona Fyfe, has become one of Scotland’s finest singers, 
rooted deeply in the singing traditions of the North East of Scotland. In 2021, she 
became the first singer to win the coveted title of Musician of the Year at the MG 
ALBA Scots Trad Music Awards.  
 
 
Iona is a fierce advocate for the official recognition of the Scots Language, leading 
a successful campaign to pressure Spotify into recognising Scots and add it to its list 
of languages. Honoured at the Scots Language Awards with the title of Speaker of 
the Year in 2021, Iona performs both folk and pop songs in the Scots language, 
remaining true to her rooting in tradition. 
 
 
With extensive touring experience, Iona, a mere 25 years of age, has performed all 
over the world. A familiar face on the UK folk club circuit, Iona is just as much at 
home in an unaccompanied singing setting, as she is with full band line-up. 
 
 
 
Full biography 
 



Aberdeenshire folksinger, Iona Fyfe, has become one of Scotland’s finest singers, 
rooted deeply in the singing traditions of the North East of Scotland. In 2021, she 
became the first singer to win the coveted title of Musician of the Year at the MG 
ALBA Scots Trad Music Awards.  
 
Iona is a fierce advocate for the official recognition of the Scots Language, leading 
a successful campaign to pressure Spotify into recognising Scots and add it to its list 
of languages. Honoured at the Scots Language Awards with the title of Speaker of 
the Year in 2021, Iona performs both folk and pop songs in the Scots language, 
remaining true to her rooting in tradition. She won the title of Scots Singer of the Year 
at the MG ALBA Scots Trad Music Awards in 2018.  
 
Iona has made musical appearances on several TV broadcasts including Landward 
(BBC Scotland), Great Canal Journeys (Channel 4) Secret Scotland with Susan 
Calman (Channel 5), Binneas Na Trads (BBC ALBA), Under Canvas (BBC ALBA), 
Hame (BBC Northern Ireland) and Great Railway Journeys with Michael Portillo (BBC 
Two). Her music has received airplay and has been performed in session on radio 
shows such as Music Planet (BBC Radio 3), The Folk Show (BBC Radio 2) The 
Afternoon Show, Take The Floor and Travelling Folk (BBC Radio Scotland). 
 
Iona has performed with the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra as part of the World 
Premiere of Disney Pixar’s Brave in Concert at Glasgow Royal Concert Hall. Released 
in 2019, Dark Turn of Mind is Iona’s first EP entirely in English and features six ballads 
and songs found in both Appalachia and Aberdeenshire.  
 
Iona studied at the prestigious Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and graduated with 
a first-class honours degree in Traditional Music and holds an FLCM from London 
College of Music. A finalist in the BBC Radio Scotland Young Traditional Musician of 
the Year in 2021, Iona has achieved sell-out shows at Edinburgh Fringe Festival for 
three consecutive years. A familiar face on the UK folk club circuit, Iona is just as 
much at home in an unaccompanied singing setting, as she is with full band line-up. 
 
www.ionafyfe.com  
 
 

 fb.com/ inafyfe 
 https://twitter.com/ionafyfe 
  instagram.com/iona.fyfe 
 https://www.youtube.com/c/IonaFyfe 

 
 
“...a Scottish folksinger, magical and charismatic”  
 

– Rolling Stone, France 
  
"One of the best Scotland has to offer.”   
 

– Global-Music.de 
  



"... a new interpretation to the country genre" 
 

– Maverick 
 

 
Approved Quote 
 
“I'm really delighted to be heading out on the Small Halls tour and exploring more 
rural areas of Australia. The tour was scheduled for 2020 and so much has happened 
since then. I'm extra excited to be sharing some Scottish customs, traditions and 
songs with audiences.” 
 
- Iona Fyfe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Colin Lillie 
 

 
 
Short Biography 
 
Colin Lillie is certainly one of a kind. This gypsy Scotsman has found a new life in Alice 
Springs, where he has thrived as a songwriter. Colin released his debut album “Glass 
Homes” in 2016 and his second "Shades of Love" in 2022. Colin has also been co-
writing with the likes of Rohin Jones (The Middle East) & Tyrone Noonan (George). 
 
You don’t have to delve very deep into Colin’s lyrics or the heart of his voice to 
know his songs are driven by someone who has all of the shades of life experience 
to lean into. This rang true with his 2017 and 2019 awards for Best Live Voice at the 
National Live Music Awards. 
 
Later in 2023 Colin is heading back to Nashville to record his third studio album. In 
the meantime, he’s always writing as well as working with people in recovery from 
drug and alcohol addictions. Colin visits rehab centres and uses his songs and life 
experience as a way to assist others. 
 
 
   
 Full Biography  
 
Colin Lillie is certainly one of a kind. This gypsy Scotsman has found a new life in Alice 
Springs in the Australian central desert where he has thrived as a songwriter. Colin 
released his debut album “Glass Homes” in 2016 and managed to take out the AU 
Review people’s choice Australian Artist Of The Year award. In early 2020 he 
released the Mark Lizotte (DIESEL) produced “Petrichor” EP. August 2021 saw the 
release  “Shades Of Love” Colin's second studio album in February 2022 he released 
a new EP produced Catherine Britt.  
 
 



You don’t have to delve very deep into Colin’s lyrics or the heart of his voice to 
know his songs are driven by someone who has all of the shades of life experience 
to lean into. This rang true with his 2017 and 2019 awards for Best Live Voice at the 
National Live Music Awards. Colin has also been getting into co-writing with the likes 
of Rohin Jones (The Middle East) & Tyrone Noonan (George). 
 
 
Pre 2020 Colin was well on the way to becoming one of Australia’s hardest touring 
artists supporting the likes of DIESEL, BUSBY MAROU, JAMES REYNE, and THE ANIMALS 
on their relentless tour schedules and making friends everywhere he went. Colin also 
performed five shows at the 2019 Woodford Folk Festival and made it to New 
Orleans in early 2020 as part of the Folk Alliance International Festival.  
 
 
His second full studio “Shades Of Love” was recorded at Wild Mountain Studios with 
enigmatic producer Jamie Trevaskis (The Wilson Pickers) and together Colin and 
Jamie found a darker honesty in his performances than on any previous releases.  
 
 
The time since that has been as unpredictable for Colin as anyone else in the music 
industry – but certainly not without its highlights. In 2022 Colin recorded an EP from 
with two critically acclaimed songs being released – The War, followed by The Road, 
a duet with five times Golden Guitar winner Catherine Britt. Add to that Colin was 
once again invited to perform at the prestigious Folk Alliance conference/showcase 
in Kansas City and also invited to showcase at The Americana fest in Nashville  
 
 
Realising Colin’s increasing profile he was offered and has accepted a sponsorship 
from Takamine guitars. 
 
 
And the world continues to discover Colin’s songs and singing – something that’s 
very evident from the number of uses of his songs recently in film and television. The 
track Hold On is included in Adam a Hollywood movie starring Aaron Paul (Breaking 
Bad). Human Kind Of Life is in the BBC television show Wakefield, plus Colin has songs 
and music in the forthcoming documentary Yimi Junga, plus The Broken Crown is in 
a Steve King short film coming in the middle of the year. Not too bad at all! 
 
 
2023 dose not look like slowing down for Colin with show at Tamworth Country Music 
Festival, Port Fairy Festival, a Small Halls Music Festival of Western Australia with more 
solo dates to be announced. – Later in 2023 Colin is heading back to Nashville to 
record his third studio album following up with some American tour dates which is 
definitely putting g Colin on track to being one of Australia's hardest working 
musicians. In the meantime he’s always writing as well as working with people in 
recovery from drug and alcohol addictions. Colin visits rehab centres and uses his 
songs and life experience as a way to assist others. 
 
 
 

  



 https://www.facebook.com/ColinLillie 
 https://www.instagram.com/colin.lillie.music/  
 https://www.youtube.com/ColinLillie  

 
 
"With his debut record, Lillie has reached within himself and brought forth something 
truly special; a glass house is one thing, open for the world to see, but a Glass Home 
is another entirely." 

– Samuel J Fell, The Guardian 
 
 

"Colin Lillie has been gifted an incredible voice. It’s a voice that has seen him win 
countless accolades, including nominations for the National Live Music Awards’ ‘Live 
Voice Of The Year’. "  

– Scenestr 
 

 
 
 
Approved Quote 
 
“There is nothing more exciting than to be on the road, and to be offered the 
opportunity to take part on the Small Halls Tour is so thrilling. Coming from a remote 
community like Alice Springs I understand how wonderful it is when artists come 
through our town. The magic of them sharing their stories and music is just 
exhilarating. So to be one of the first artists to travel with the Small Halls crew 
throughout WA it’s just magical and I can't wait to share my songs and stories with so 
many new faces.” 
 
- Colin Lillie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tour Location Details 
 

Apr-19 Capel RSL Capel Sub 
Branch 

Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com 

Apr-20 Willyabrup Willyabrup 
Community Hall 

Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com  

Apr-21 
 

Nannup Nannup Town Hall Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com  

Apr-22 Bridgetown Centenary Hall Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com  

Apr-23 Pemberton Pemberton Mill Hall Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com  

Apr-26 
 

Porongurup Porongurup Hall Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com  

Apr-27 
 

Torbay Torbay Hall Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com 

Apr-28 
 

TBC TBC  

Apr-29 
 

Quindanning Quindanning 
Community Hall 

Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com  

Apr-30 
 

Pingelly Pingelly Recreation 
and Culture Centre 

Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com  

May-03 
 

Coolgardie Coolgardie Hall Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com 

May-04 
 

Yorkrakine Yorkrakine Hall Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com 

May-05 
 

Koorda Koorda Memorial 
Hall 

Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com 



May-06 
 

Wongan Hills Wongan Hills Civic 
Centre 

Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com 

May-07 
 

Lancelin Lancelin Shire Hall Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.
com 



General Promo 
 

Woodfordia Inc  
presents  

Festival of Small Halls Autumn Tour 2023: Western Australia 
 
Festival of Small Halls is a series of tours that takes some of the best folk and 
contemporary acoustic artists and sends them on the road to halls in communities all 
over Australia. Each night on the tour is a beautiful evening filled with community 
catch-ups, high quality original music, and endless good spirit.   
 
 

ABOUT THE AUTUMN TOUR 2023 
 

– This is the 34th Festival of Small Halls Tour in Australia 
– 15 halls  
– Colin Lillie relocated from Scotland to Alice Springs, where he has flourished 

as a musician. He knows firsthand the magic of bringing live music to remote 
places. 

– Iona sings both folk and pop songs in the Scots Language, and lead a 
successful campaign to have Scots added to Spotify’s list of languages.  

 

Producer Quote 
The Festival of Small Halls is a pinnacle for touring - celebrating and fostering 
community spirit, resilience, and passion. We’re so grateful to be welcomed into these 
amazing small towns, and to put shows on with our incredibly talented dynamic artists. 
Together, we forge events that are retold as stories from the drive home to the dinner 
table for years to come.  

- Isobel Bartlett, Producer, Festival of Small Halls 
 
 
 

 
  



FROM PREVIOUS ARTISTS 
 
"My time on the Small Halls tour was easily my favourite experience playing music so far. The 
genuine focus and appreciation that the crowds gave us at the shows was breathtaking, a 
sort of earnest care and excitement for live music that you'd be hard pressed to find in the 
city. It was clearly something out of the ordinary in most of these towns, sometimes we 
seemed a little dorky, sometimes we seemed a little cool, but the value it had in bringing 
these communities together and showcasing great sound / light production was always spot 
on. Tears and laughter were wheezed out at different times at different shows, people 
chatted to long lost neighbours in the break, kids ran around, sometimes parents ran after 
them. The shows felt deeply humanising, lots of soup and bread rolls. It was also an incredible 
opportunity for me to grow as a performer and a person too. I think a major highlight was 
getting to know Kate our tour manager, as well as Gina, Guy and Jarred our touring crew. 
People who I now feel very lucky to have been around and have been influenced by. 
Perhaps if we are all crusty bread rolls, then these shows are the soup, they seem to make 
people softer, and soak up some warmth in towns where that doesn't always happen as 
often as it should. And that is a very lovely thing." 
Jack Davies, AUSTRALIA, Autumn Tour 2022 
 
"We LOVED the opportunity to perform our songs and take this rare language across 
Noongar country and beyond, to perform in some of the most delightful spaces to folks who 
otherwise may not get to experience what we do.” 
Gina Williams and Guy Ghouse, AUSTRALIA, Autumn Tour 2022 
 
The Festival of Small Halls was such an incredible touring experience! It was a great way to 
explore the state of Victoria with its many beautiful landscapes as well as being a part of 
warm community gatherings in the rural areas. We met so many great people along the way 
and the artists and crew we travelled with were the best company! We have so many great 
memories. We travelled though such varied, stunning landscapes, which really inspired us 
and infused our live performances with an increasing sense of space. We would do another 
Small Halls Tour again in a heartbeat! 
Charm of Finches, AUSTRALIA, Autumn Tour 2022 
 
“Being a part of the Small Halls tour is something that has brought me a lot of joy and 
fulfilment. I have experienced something that is truly unique and something I will never forget. 
Each town has its own story and I was blessed to share mine with them.” 
Karen Lee Andrews, AUSTRALIA, Summer Tour 2022 
 

FROM OUR PATRONS 
“I just want to thank Meander Valley Council and particularly Patrick Gambles for the 
fabulous concert we had on Friday night. Our little community being under siege [from 
bushfires] for nearly a week and inundated and virtually “taken over” by strangers - I was 
dispirited, anxious, dog tired and in no mood for this event – it appeared to be just another 
thing we didn’t need right at that moment. What eventuated was that it was EXACTLY what 
we DID need! The hall looked amazing and we burst with pride. It sounded amazing and we 
congratulated each other. The crowds were tremendous and we patted each other on the 
back. The concert was a HUGE success and we felt our spirits lift and our morale soar as we 
stomped, clapped, yahoo’d and danced with each other. Thank you MVC and Patrick and 
his team for this moment of light relief in a time of such gloom (literally!). Well done” 
- J Lamont, Chudleigh Hall Committee 
 
“This is truly one of the most lovely projects I have seen developed in regional Aus in forever. 
What a brilliant thing! Big visions and open hearts. These sorts of things sew community back 
together.” 



- P Larkins, Girgarre 
 
“Made the four hour trip from Sydney to Grenfell to see these amazing international and 
local entertainers. What a great night. Can't wait for next year’s. Thank you for making my 
boy exceedingly happy! Kirby exclaimed that Wednesday night at Grenfell Festival of Small 
Halls Australia was, "the best night of his entire life!” A big call for an 8 year old. Your cd has 
been on constant rotation, and it seems we'll be making a trip to Canberra, to see you again 
before you leave Oz. Thank you so very much.” 
- B Meur, Grenfell 
 
“We live in an isolated area and are very drought-stricken at present. Our community is 
being hit hard….times are tough for people on our land, and in a micro-community, the 
effects are felt by all. However, sitting there last night watching such a beautiful and moving 
performance, all was lost for a while.” 
- K Sutton, St George 
 
 
A great experience at Numinbah Valley School of Arts Community Hall. Was invited and 
really had no idea what to expect. Great concept and a wonderful way to use these halls. 
Friendly people and wonderful talents on stage. 
- R Maguir, Numinbah Valley 

IN THE MEDIA 
 
“Once again the good people from the Woodford Folk Festival have hit the nail right on the 
head… Where in Australia are there promoters thinking of doing a tour featuring such 
improbable places as Forest Hill, Eulo, Barcaldine, Wallaville?” 
Sam Cutler, Rhythms Magazine 
 
“I always thought about the history of the place, the community meetings, the weddings, the 
dances, the loves lost and found. It always made me a little sad that those spaces were so 
often locked up and underused. So it cheered me to hear about the Festival of Small Halls…” 
Noel Mengel, Courier Mail 
 
“The event is not just an experience for those who watch it, but also for the musos 
themselves.” 
Lauren Grounsell, Caloundra Weekly 
 

 


