
   
 

   
 

Festival of Small Halls Announces  

The Resilience Tour 2021: Queensland’s Southern Downs 

Featuring Paddy McHugh and Sue Ray 

 

Festival of Small Halls has announced that Paddy McHugh and Sue Ray will be the guests of 

ten communities on the September Resilience Tour 2021: Queensland’s Southern Downs. 

Presented by veteran festival producers Woodfordia Inc., the twenty-second edition of the 

much-loved not-for-profit music tour is taking on a sharp short ten-stop tour schedule with 

the finest of Queensland’s home-grown talent to Southern Downs community halls. 

The Resilience Tour seeks to leverage the power of music to bring people together for the 

purposes of recovery from natural disaster. 

‘We’ve seen so many communities use Festival of Small Halls shows to bring folks together, 

celebrate their resilience and treat each other to a good night out at the local hall’, says 

Producer, Eleanor Rigden (Woodfordia). 

‘We were inspired last year when the community of Glen Aplin, on Queensland’s Southern 

Downs, went one step further and used their show to engage their community to prepare 

for bushfire season. Spookily, the preparation came in handy just a few days later when 

bushfire returned to the Southern Downs. After hearing members of the community had 

picked up survival strategies at the show - while still floating out of a wonderful show feeling 

like magic - we knew we could use this model to further support communities.’ 

In addition to the exceptional music, warm hospitality, and the captivating atmosphere of 

each show, audiences can expect to get to know their local Rural Fire Brigade teams and 

hear about how to get ready for the next bushfire season.   

Famous for their larger-than-life folk festivals over the last three decades, Woodfordia have 

established the Festival of Small Halls as a high-quality tour on the Australian scene. The two 

songwriters landing on the September tour are only going to strengthen that reputation. 

Brisbane-based Paddy McHugh‘s music and song-writing is raw, honest and authentic. His 

latest album ‘City Bound Trains’, depicts tales of a life in Australia and touches on many 

topics of interest – indigenous culture, same-sex marriage, equality and more. 

‘Getting the chance to tour in these strange and uncertain times feels like a well- sanitised 

hand reaching out to pull you from troubled waters, just when you feel like you can't keep 

kicking,’ says Paddy. 



   
 

 2 of 3 FoSH Resilience Tour 2021 Media Release 

 

‘The chance to connect with people, sing and share stories is exactly what we all need 

right now, and I feel overjoyed to be able to share in the magic that is the Small Halls tour.’ 

Sue Ray is simply thrilled to be taking new music on the road - mystical sounds with an old 

country vibe, a small taste of what is to come later in the year with her up-coming album 

‘Demons Will Win’, due November 2021. 

‘Touring through the Downs with Small Halls Tour Resilience Tour with the incomparable 

Paddy McHugh is a dream come true,’ says Sue.  

‘I’m so looking forward to the community involvement and excitement. The resilience that 

rural communities have through flood, fire and pestilence is inspiring for all Australians, and 

we’ve experienced so much this past year and a half, so it’s incredible to be back on the 

road. Having released two new singles this year, I can't wait to share these new works in 

front of country audiences, which are traditionally so warm and generous.’ 

Festival of Small Halls Resilience Tour 2021: Queensland’s Southern Downs starts on the 1st 

September at the Glen Aplin Memorial Hall (Kambuwal, Gamileroi and Bundjalung 

Country) before continuing on to nine communities across the Southern Downs region. The 

tour concludes at Mt Colliery (Githabul Country) 12th September, 2021. 

Tickets on sale from 28th July at www.festivalofsmallhalls.com 
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Woodfordia Inc presents  

FESTIVAL OF SMALL HALLS RESILIENCE TOUR 2021: QUEENSLAND’S 

SOUTHERN DOWNS 

featuring Paddy McHugh and Sue Ray 

 

Sept 1 Glen Aplin 

Kambuwal, 

Bundjalung and 

Gamileroi Country 

Glen Aplin Memorial 

Hall 

Tickets available at 

www.festivalofsmallhalls.com  

Sept 2 Eukey 

Kambuwal Country 

Eukey Hall Tickets available at 

www.festivalofsmallhalls.com  

Sept 3 Wallangarra 

Ngarabal  

Country 

Wallangarra School of 

Arts Hall 

Tickets available at 

www.festivalofsmallhalls.com  

Sept 4 Dalveen 

Kambuwal Country 

Dalveen Hall Tickets available at 

www.festivalofsmallhalls.com  

Sept 5 Cunningham 
Gilthabul Country 

QCWA Cunningham 
Memorial Hall 

Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.com  

Sept 8 Leyburn 

Githabul Country 

 

Leyburn QCWA Hall 

Tickets available at 

www.festivalofsmallhalls.com  

Sept 9 Allora  

Githabul Country 

Allora Community Hall Tickets available at 

www.festivalofsmallhalls.com 

Sept 10 Freestone  
Githabul Country 

Freestone Memorial Hall Tickets available at 
www.festivalofsmallhalls.com  

Sept 11 Karara 

Githabul Country 

Karara Public Hall Tickets available at 

www.festivalofsmallhalls.com  

Sept 12 Mt Colliery 

Githabul Country 

Mt. Colliery QCWA Hall Tickets available at 

www.festivalofsmallhalls.com 

 

LINKS 
http://festivalofsmallhalls.com 

www.facebook.com/festivalofsmallhalls 
https://www.instagram.com/smallhallsaus/ 

 

MEDIA CONTACT 

Isobel Bartlett 

isobelrosa@hotmail.com 

+61 452 587 947 

 

ENDS 
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